Tn7 distribution in Helicobacter pylori: a selective paradox.
The presence of class 1, 2 and 3 integrons in Helicobacter pylori, which in other species are usually related to antimicrobial resistance, were looked for in 40 epidemiologically-unrelated isolates. The presence of the class 2 integrase, which led to the discovery of Tn7, was found in 15 of 35 different clones identified by lspA-glmM polymorphism. MIC values for trimethoprim and streptomycin were not affected by the presence or absence of dfrA1 and aadA1 genes. The polyclonal spread of Tn7 showed the ability of H. pylori to harbour antimicrobial resistance mechanisms, usually located on plasmids, and also suggested that other important mechanisms of resistance may also be acquired, which would result in failure of chemotherapy.